
T
h

e 
C

la
y 

Ta
r
g

et
 S

h
oo

ti
n

g
 A

ss
oc

ia
ti

on
 o

f 
S

ou
th

 A
fr

ic
a

CTSASA

The Clay Target Shooting Association 
of South Africa

full rules here :
https://www.ctsasa.co.za/national-trials/national-trial-regulations/

CTSASA

The 
Clay Target Shooting 

Association 

of South Africa

Join the English Sporting Trials
for 2023!

Closing date to enter the English Sporting
National Trial : 8th September 2022

Continued on next page..

English Sporting &
The Pinnacle of Achievement

Reportback on the 2022 English Spor�ng World Championship 
held at the NSCA San Antonio, Texas, USA between 20-24 April 2022

by Pete Millan

ENGLISH SPORTING : SOUTH AFRICAN PROTEAS/TEAM 2022

Being selected to represent their country must be the 
pinnacle of achievement for any sportsman.  

It was with great pride I received my invitation to participate in the 
forthcoming World English Sporting Championship in the USA.

Both Doug Vining and I qualied as Super Veterans behind 
Wesley Bolleurs and Etienne Cilliers.  In the end, sadly Wesley 
could not get a visa to follow through on his outstanding effort in 
the trials, and so could not join us.

The NSCA, in one shooting ground, probably had 
more traps than the whole of South Africa

Tony Blignaut and his wife Lara joined us in San Antonio, and 
being old hands at international competitions knew where to get 
“what, why and how”.  Tony, Lara, Doug and I stayed in an 
AirBnB about 10 minutes' drive from the National Sports 
Shooting Complex of America.
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The NSCA, in their sprawling shooting ground, probably had 
more trap machines than the whole of Africa combined.  There 
are courses for every discipline and every style but here they shoot 
5-Stand Sporting instead of Compak.

FITASC Sporting 20g and 28g Ranges!!

I never knew 20g and 28g FITASC sporting was a thing, but there 
were 2 ranges dedicated to the smaller calibres.  They pull the 
traps in a bit, and it looks fun!  Other ranges were dedicated to 
Side-by-Side, Pump actions and games like Snooker.  Then 
there are the ranges where the vendors demo their guns and 
ammo.  It's all very well put together, from the friendly registration 
ladies to the smiling folk at the Ammo Barn, where we picked up 
our chosen shells – 1 1/8 oz Winchester Western (1290fps).

Mind Trickery at the 100 Bird Preliminary and the 
World Silver Medallist

Doug had marked us down to shoot the 100 bird preliminary 
event held on the Thursday prior to the Main event, and we were 
squadded with Ryan Harper of the US team.  He didn't know it 
then but he would come in Silver behind George Digweed, World 
Champion, 3 days later.

English Sporting
The Pinnacle of Achievement

The prelims were best described as middling to far, 
using mostly black clays.  The degree of mind 
trickery used by the range setters was astounding.  
You could barely see a trap hidden amongst the 
scrub and trees; the angles, speeds and timing of 
the releases was variated and designed to 
confound.  Each bird was shootable in and of itself, 
but the pair taken as a true pair tested your 
technique and reexes to the maximum.  The range 
setters' creativity was to continue throughout the 
next 3 days.

I felt lucky to walk off with a 69.  Our squad-
mate, Ryan, won the event with a 97.  His 
technique was effortless.  Doug shot 58.

The main event was divided into 3 courses: Yellow, 
Red and Green, each comprising 10 stands.  Each 
stand threw 3 or 4 pairs either on report or a true 
pair.  The Yellow course had 68 clays, Red and 
Green both 66, for a total of 200 birds.

Our rst course was Yellow.  Doug and I were 
squadded with Joe and Parker Zeitner, father and 
son respectively from Pennsylvania.  Both were in 
Master class.  It was a warm but very windy day, the 

Continued on next page..

Pete Millan (2nd from left) with Doug Vining (far right) with Joe and Parker Zeitner, father and son from Pennsylvania.
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English Sporting
The Pinnacle of Achievement

kind that can really dry you out and the organizers had 
thoughtfully provided gazebos with cold water-bottles and snacks 
for everyone.

The day for me was a bit of a disaster as I dropped an average 4 
clays per stand, leaving me on a 29/68, but Doug did a lot better 
with a 37/68.  The presentation and speed of the clays were 
breathtaking and much harder than I had seen in the prelims.

The Opening Ceremony, 
holding the SA ag high!

The Opening Ceremony was due to be 
held that evening, so we went back to 
the house, changed into our ofcial 
uniforms and returned to the NSCA.  
The ceremony was held in the shoot-
off stadium and Doug led both of us 
onto the eld behind Poland, holding 
the South African ag up high.

There was an honour guard from the 
Air Force Base, the US national 
Anthem was sung, and then it was 
free dinner and drinks in the 
clubhouse.

Bass Pro Shops and the 
Green Course

Day 2 and af ter a morning 's 
mooching around Bass Pro Shops we 
presented ourselves at the Green 
course at 3.00 pm.  It was very 
windy.  Our rst stand was a low, fast 
left to right quartering away bird and 
an incomer which you saw incoming 
right to left.  I cracked all 3 pairs which denitely gave me a 
boost!

The rest of the course was pretty much the same type of birds, 
and I nished the day with a 36, Doug with a 39.  We were saved 
going out to dinner because there was free dinner and drinks 
(again) at the clubhouse.  

Yanks v Brits

That evening was the traditional Yanks vs Brits shoot.  The teams 
were made up of the best two shooters of each category - Mens, 
Ladies, Seniors etc paired off against each other and it was 
fascinating to watch the world's top shooters duke it out on 
targets we could barely see.  The Americans showed consistent 
performance from Stand 1 and just built on their lead to emerge 
as comfortable winners.   

Our last day was the Red course and while the wind 
had picked up to a stiff breeze it did not seem to 
affect the birds as they were ying too fast for that!  
The amount of lead you had to dial in was 
astounding.  Having always used 28g #7 ½ for 
Sporting in South Africa, I was very happy with the 
breaks I got from the Winchester 32g #8's.  I was 
using Muller U0 and U1 chokes but I don't think I 
was underchoked.  Perhaps my imagination, but 
US clays seem to powder a lot easier than the 
European equivalents.

It turned out to be my best day, nishing with a 39, 
Doug with a 32.  Our respective totals were 104 
and 108. Etienne Cilliers shot a very good 143.  
The closing shoot off was won by George Digweed 
(209), closely followed by Ryan Harper (207), and 
Eric Harvey (206).

Instant chats and sharing stories

It was a most educational experience.  All you had 
to do was open your mouth to say hello and instantly 
folk are chatting, asking questions, sharing hunting 
pictures and stories.  Their national pride and 
hospitality are both humbling and amazing.  It was 
a pr iv i lege to  take par t  in  the i r  Wor ld 
Championships.
Pete Millan

Continued from page 1

DOWNLOAD ARTICLE IN PDF HERE : LINKS TO FULL RESULTS AND PHOTO GALLERY INCLUDED

George Digweed (England) : 2022 World English Sporting Champion
Ryan Harper (USA) : Runner-Up | Eric Harvey (USA) : 3rd High Gun

George Digweed (England) :
Beating a eld of 895 competitors
to win the World English Sporting 
Championship 2022 title
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