
 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
SPORT : CLAY TARGET SHOOTING 

CLAY TARGET DISCIPLINE : UNIVERSAL TRENCH 
 

The event: FITASC Universal Trench World Championship 2019 
 Held at : Ychoux, France 
Venue : BTC Ychoussois 

http://www.btc-ychoussois.com/  
 

Date : 15th to 18th August 2019 
 
 

HISTORIC WIN FOR SOUTH AFRICA : 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP MAN TEAM : 
 GOLD MEDAL WINNERS 2019 

 
SOUTH AFRICAN MAN TEAM WINS GOLD MEDAL  

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN UNIVERSAL TRENCH 
 

SOUTH AFRICAN MAN TEAM MEMBERS : 
GIUSEPPE TAGLIAFERRI, D'ARCY VAN DER BERG, MICHAEL MAVRAKIS 

 
 

The World Championship in Universal Trench is 200 targets shot over four days, shooting 
50 targets per day.  This is a test of not just Clay Target Shooting skills but also a really 
tough test of one's mental strength.  One has to sleep on one's score for three nights and 
maintain a strong mental focus. 
 

http://www.btc-ychoussois.com/


 

South Africa beat a field of nine international teams - including Australia (who they beat by 
just one target!), Italy and Great Britain, all of whom are long-standing World Champions in 
Universal Trench - and won the Team Gold Medal for the first time in our history of 
shooting Universal Trench! 
 
The scores were:  
 Ex 200 targets 
VAN DER BERG, Darcy 196 
MAVRAKIS, Michael 196 
TAGLIAFERRI, Giuseppe 191 
Total team score 583 ex 600 targets 
 
It is hard to describe the strength of mind it requires to shoot the last round, knowing that 
if just one or two targets are lost that the Team Gold title might also be lost.   
 
The Team Members: 
 
Giuseppe Tagliaferri 

Giuseppe Tagliaferri joined the Clay Target Shooting Association of South Africa 
(CTSASA) in January 2014.  He started shooting the disciplines of ATA TRAP and DTL 
TRAP and within one year earned his National Protea Colours in DTL Trap and 
participated in his first European Championship.  Competing at this level - in a 
European Championship - is vital experience for a Clay Target Shooting athlete. 
 
Giuseppe also earned the prestigious CTSASA Merit Colours in 2015. 
 
Towards the end of 2016, Giuseppe switched to the more difficult disciplines of 
Olympic Trap and Universal Trench, with a greater emphasis on Universal Trench.  
Giuseppe again showed his excellent Clay Target Shooting skills, improving his 
scores month by month.  
 
In 2017 Giuseppe won the Mackintosh Championship (DTL Trap) and in 2018 he 
won both the South African National Olympic Trap Championship and the South 
African National Universal Trench Championship. 
 
In 2015 Giuseppe had improved his skills to the extent that he was selected on merit 
to shoot for his province in DTL Trap and shot an excellent 140 ex 150 in the 
Chairman's Cup Inter-Provincial.  He again shot for Eastern Cape in 2016 and 2018 in 
Universal Trench, shooting 136 and 144 respectively, again showing his capacity for 
continued improvement. 
 
In 2017 and 2018 Giuseppe earned National Protea Colours to participate as a 
member of the South African Team in the FITASC Universal Trench World 



 

Championships, in France and Hungary respectively.  In 2018 he shot a 192 ex 200, 
finishing 14th overall. 
 
 
In 2018, Giuseppe shot a 99 and 96 (195 ex 200) and came second overall in the 
Grand Prix di Italia & Guido Polsinelli Memorial Trophy after a shoot-off.  In the 
shoot-off, Giuseppe beat the current Universal Trench World Champion, Stefano 
Narducci, to win the Italian Polsinelli Cup. 
 
All of this experience has given Giuseppe the mental strength and determination to 
strive for the Team Gold Medal which he now won in France in this year's FITASC 
Universal Trench World Championship! 
 
Giuseppe is now going to focus on attempting to quality for the Olympic Games in 
Tokyo 2020.  There is a lot more hard work and preparation to be done, which 
includes participating in the South African National Olympic Trap team in the African 
Shooting Championships in Algeria in November this year.   
 
The qualification process for the Olympic Games is more involved and arduous but 
we have every confidence in Giuseppe that he will do his utmost for South Africa 
and will bring further honours to himself, our sport and our country. 
 

 
D'Arcy van der Berg 

D'Arcy started shooting in CTSASA Clay Target championships in 2013. He started 
shooting the disciplines of ATA TRAP and DTL TRAP but quickly found that he really 
wanted to concentrate on Olympic Trap and Universal Trench. 
 
D'Arcy was selected to shoot for his province (Free State) and shot his first 
Chairman's Cup Interprovincial in 2016 where he achieved a very credible score of 
141 ex 150 in Universal Trench.  By 2018 D'Arcy had improved his score and shot an 
excellent 146 ex 150 in the 2018 Chairman's Cup Inter-Provincial. 
 
By 2018, D'Arcy had raised his scores to such an extent that he qualified for the 
South African National Team in Universal Trench where he participated in the World 
Championship in Hungary and achieved a score of 190 ex 200 and was placed 36th 
overall.  D'Arcy was awarded National Protea Colours for this achievement. 
 
All of the hard work, provincial championships, Inter-Provincial experience and 
international experience paid off this year when D'Arcy achieved a brilliant score of 
196 ex 200 and finished 5th overall as an individual and a National Team Gold Medal. 
 

 



 

Michael Mavrakis 
Michael joined the CTSASA in 2016 and almost right from the start he has posted 
very high scores in ATA Trap, whilst also trying his hand at DTL Trap.  Only in 2018 
did Michael switch over to Universal Trench whereupon he posted his first 
provincial championship score of 97 ex 100, achieving a High Gun third in the 
Central Gauteng Universal Trench Championship. 
 
Michael continued to keep his hand in at DTL Trap and won the South African 
National Championship in DTL Trap in 2018 with an excellent score of 585 ex 600 
points. 
 
Fired up to shoot Universal Trench, he qualified for his provincial team (Central 
Gauteng) and participated in the Chairman's Cup Inter-Provincial in 2018, shooting a 
fabulous score of 145 ex 150. 
 
Since then, Michael has concentrated solely on Universal Trench where his brilliant 
shooting skills have blossomed to the extent that he qualified for the South African 
National Universal Trench team this year for the very first time.  His achievement is 
quite remarkable in such a short space of time!  Not only did he achieve his National 
Protea Colours, he also shot a 196 ex 200 in the FITASC Universal Trench World 
Championship, finishing 5th overall. 
 
 

 
For the full results listing please click here : 
https://www.fitasc.com/uk/competition/results/879-compet 
 
 
Further information : 
Please contact Sarah Kalell, Executive Officer : info@ctsasa.co.za or 044 620 4178 or 082 
0990 650 
 
 
 

https://www.fitasc.com/uk/competition/results/879-compet

