
 

 
 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
SPORT : CLAY TARGET SHOOTING 

CLAY TARGET DISCIPLINE : UNIVERSAL TRENCH 
 

The event: FITASC Universal Trench World Championship 2019 
 Held at : Ychoux, France 
Venue : BTC Ychoussois 

http://www.btc-ychoussois.com/  
 

Date : 15th to 18th August 2019 
 

JUNIOR WORLD CHAMPION 2019 
WILLIE STEYN : JUNIOR FITASC UNIVERSAL TRENCH WORLD CHAMPION 2019 

 
 
Nineteen year old Willie Steyn joined the Clay Target Shooting Association of South Africa 
(CTSASA) in January 2014.  He started shooting the disciplines of ATA TRAP and DTL TRAP and 
within two years earned his National Protea Colours in DTL Trap as a Junior and participated in his 
first World Championship in DTL Trap.  Competing at this level - in a World Championship - is vital 
experience for an athlete. 
 
Willie also earned the prestigious CTSASA Merit Colours as a Junior in 2016. 
 
Towards the end of 2016, Willie switched to the more difficult disciplines of Olympic Trap and 
Universal Trench, with a greater emphasis on Universal Trench. 
 
Willie again showed his amazing skill, improving his scores month by month. His skill improved to 
the extent that he was selected on merit to shoot for his province. 
 
Willie participated as a member of the Central Gauteng provincial team in the Chairman's Cup 
Inter-Provincial in 2017 and 2018, scoring a fabulous 148 ex 150 in 2018.  His position in the team 
showed that he has the talent to beat much older and more experienced competitors. 

http://www.btc-ychoussois.com/


 

 
In 2017 and 2018 Willie earned National Protea Colours as a Junior to participate as a member of 
the South African Team in the FITASC Universal Trench World Championships, in France and 
Hungary respectively. 
 
Willie progressed from shooting a 180 ex 200 in 2017, to 192 ex 200 in 2018, where he finished 4th 
in the Junior category and the Junior team won the Bronze medal. 
 
All of this experience has given Willie the mental strength and determination to strive for the Gold 
Medal which he now won in France in this year's FITASC Universal Trench World Championship! 
 
Willie shot his 200 targets over the allocated four days, shooting 50 targets per day.  This is a test 
of not just Clay Target Shooting skills but also a really tough test of one's mental strength.  One has 
to sleep on one's score for three nights and maintain a strong mental focus. 
 
Willie's scores were: 
 
Day one : 24, 25 
Day two : 25, 23 
Day three : 23, 25 
Day four : 25, 24 
Total of 194 ex 200 
 
Willie beat his next competitor by just one target - Andrea Trabucco of Italy - to win the title of 
JUNIOR WORLD UNIVERSAL TRENCH CHAMPION. 
 
It is hard to describe the strength of mind it requires to shoot the last round, knowing that if just 
one or two targets are lost that the World Champion title might also be lost.  To see such skill and 
strength in a nineteen year old is absolutely tremendous! 
 
Willie is now going to focus on attempting to quality for the Olympic Games in Tokyo 2020.  There 
is a lot more hard work and preparation to be done, which includes participating in the South 
African National Olympic Trap team in the African Shooting Championships in Algeria in November 
this year.   
 
The qualification process for the Olympic Games is more involved and arduous but we have every 
confidence in Willie Steyn that he will do his utmost for South Africa and will bring further honours 
to himself, our sport and our country. 
 
For the full results listing please click here : 
https://www.fitasc.com/uk/competition/results/879-compet 
 
 
Further information : 
Please contact Sarah Kalell, Executive Officer : info@ctsasa.co.za or 044 620 4178 or 082 0990 650 
 
 

https://www.fitasc.com/uk/competition/results/879-compet

