
Dear CHASA Members 
 
Below follows a series of correspondence which relates to a policy position taken by SAPS Western Cape regarding 
the use of a firearm outside of the use specified in the Section of the Act that it is licenced for. SAPS had been 
informing persons in that area that to use a Sec 15 or 16 licenced firearm in a self defence scenario is illegal and 
could result in being criminally charged.  
 
The correspondence below is: 

1) an email from Attorney Martin Hood attempting to make them see reason on the matter.  
2) Their reply to Mr Hood from WC Provincial Commissioner’s office wherein they attempt to argue their 

stance as correct.  
3) A letter from CHASA in response to their stance which challenges their way of thinking and calls for a 

response. To date no response has been forthcoming. 
 
Should any CHASA member be aware of any action or intimidation taken by SAPS relating to the specific use of any 
firearm outside of the section it was licenced for please bring this to the attention of your CHASA affiliated 
association so that they can inform CHASA National office. 

 
1) Mail by Mr Hood: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Sir 
 

We have received a number of “complaints” that you have indicated to 
various persons in the Western Cape that a firearm may only be used for 

the purpose stated on the actual licence. 
 

We attach copies of Sections 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17 of the Firearms 
Control Act 60 of 2000. 

 
I have highlighted the relevant portions of these Sections where it stated 

that the firearm can be used for any purpose where it is safe and lawful to 

do so. 
 

Section 16(a) limits the use of a firearm licenced in terms of that Section 
to a professional hunter for personal hunting. 

 
We trust that this rectifies any misunderstanding of the Firearms Control 

Act, and that you will cease telling licence holders that they cannot use a 
firearm other than for the purpose stated on the licence. 

 
Yours faithfully,  

 
Martin Hood 
 



 
2) Response by SAPS WC Legal & Policy Services: 

 



 

Response by CHASA CEO: 
 
 

 



 
 


