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Recently a SAGA member (who is 

also a member of SA Hunters and 

Game Conservation Association) 

was subjected to humiliating treat-

ment by personnel of the Airports 

Company of South Africa (ACSA) 

at OR Tambo International Airport 

when items erroneously thought 

to be firearms or firearm parts 

were found in his hand luggage.  

These items included a sound 

moderator, rifle telescope, scope 

mounts and rings. Right there in 

public he was accused of taking 

firearms (the sound moderator, 

according to the officials, being a 

barrel or an extension thereof) or 

firearm parts on board an aircraft. 

The member, not being satisfied 

with the way he was treated,  

demanded a meeting with senior 

management of ACSA.  

He was accompanied to the meet-

ing by representatives of SAGA 

and SAHGCA. A senior manager 

of ACSA acknowledged the 

wrongdoing by the ACSA officials 

and tendered an official apology, 

which was accepted by the  

member.    

Although the ACSA officials were 

clearly in the wrong, we must also 

understand the sensitivity around 

aviation security and safety. We 

have a fairly good aviation securi-

ty and safety track record in South 

Africa and we all wish to contrib-

ute to keep it that way. None of us 

want to be subjected to terrorist 

or other criminal attacks and in 

this regard we all have a role to 

play.  

As it turned out, our member did 

not commit any crime, however, 

the items caused alarm bells to 

ring. The officials should have 

known better (to do that job they 

must be well trained in the law 

and be able to identify prohibited 

items) and their human interaction 

and relations left much to be  

desired.  

Our advice is to not challenge the 

system, even if you think (know) 

you are right. Rather book such 

items in the baggage hold. Of 

course we are aware that suitcas-

es have been broken open and 

accordingly passengers prefer to 

rather carry valuables in their 

cabin luggage.  

Should you carry something in 

your hand luggage that might 

raise concern, we recommend 

that your draw the officials’ atten-

tion to such fact and not wait for 

them to respond. Even if your 

items were licit, the officials need 

to check them out to make sure. 

This will take time and you may 

miss your flight so you are ad-

vised to make provision for such a 

delay. 

We hope that the outcome of the 

ACSA meeting results in better 

training and awareness and better 

handling of sensitive situations. As 

responsible and law abiding  

citizens and firearm owners, we 

are not only committed to firearm 

safety, but to a safe environment 

as well. 
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Hunters, Fishermen Out in 

Force to Rescue Houston Flood 

Victims 

by AWR Hawkins 

30 Aug 2017 

As Texas deals with the aftermath 

of Hurricane Harvey, duck hunters 

and fishermen-turned-rescuers 

are using their personal boats to 

navigate flooded parts of Houston 

and search for survivors. 

Men to whom many often give 

little thought – men who are first in 

the duck blind on opening day or 

last off the lake during a late night 

of fishing – are now trolling their 

boats down flooded streets and 

byways, seeking out Houston  

residents who may remain 

trapped and/or in danger. 

At a time like this, the value of 

such men cannot be exaggerated; 

especially as they find the cold 

and wet, then lift them into their 

boats and deliver them to safety. 

USA Today reports that many such 

duck hunters and fishermen – and 

others possessing private boats –

have come together under the 

auspices of the “Cajun Navy” to 

conduct rescues throughout the 

flooded Houston area. This means 

“guys with hunting boats, shallow 

draft duck hunting boats with mud 

motors, airboats, pirogues, [and] 

kayaks” are all involved. 

The Washington Post observes: 

    The country is suddenly grateful 

for this “Cajun Navy,” for their 

know-how, for the fact that they 

can read a submerged log in the 

water, and haul their boats over 

tree stumps and levees and 

launch them from freeway junc-

tions. There are no regulators to 

check their fishing licenses or 

whether they have a fire extin-

guisher and life preservers on 

board, which they don’t. They’re 

used to maneuvering through the 

cypress of Caddo Lake or the  

hydrilla and coontail of the 

Atchafalaya, where the water 

might be four feet or it might rise 

to 18, and the stinking bog is 

called “coffee grinds” because of 

the way boots sink in it. Spending 

hours in monsoon rains doesn’t 

bother them, because they know 

ducks don’t just show up on a 

plate, and they’ve learned what 

most of us haven’t, that dry com-

fort is not the only thing worth 

seeking. 

The Post also notes that the num-

ber of hunters and fishermen-

turned-rescuers is so great that 

they outnumber the number of 

government rescuers in the  

Houston area. And that point is not 

a negative reflection on govern-

ment rescuers; rather, it is a posi-

tive reflection on the burgeoning 

generosity and spirit of the Ameri-

can heart; particularly the heart of 

the American hunter and fisher-

man. 

AWR Hawkins is the Second 

Amendment columnist for Breitbart 

News and host of Bullets with AWR 

Hawkins, a Breitbart News podcast. 

He is also the political analyst for 

Armed American Radio. Follow him 

on Twitter: @AWRHawkins. Reach 

him directly at awrhaw-

kins@breitbart.com. 

SAGA SNIPPETS 

by Guy Sagi  

Friday, 15 September 2017 

Damage estimates from hurri-

canes Harvey and Irma are astro-

nomical — and growing with each 

person as they slowly return to 

what is left of their home — but 

those lofty figures don’t reflect 

many of the heirlooms a family 

considers priceless, a list that in-

cludes inherited firearms. Even 

those “safely” stored in a gun safe 

have fallen victim, because those 

heavy-duty steel systems capable 

of frustrating burglars and shrug-

ging off a fire’s heat, aren’t usually 

waterproof. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out 

to everyone victimized by the 

storms. The media’s reporting of 

monetary figures and infrastruc-

ture damage don’t reflect what 

you’re going through, the disrup-

tion you’re suffering and emotion-

al scarring.  

Some of the nation’s highest con-

centrations of firearm enthusiasts 

were caught in the crosshairs and 

only now discovering their guns 

were soaked or fully submerged. 

A lot of them are irreplaceable, 

including grandpa’s rifle or the 

shotgun he used to take his first 

rabbit during the depression.  

Acting fast is the key to minimiz-

ing damage and the National 

Shooting Sports Foundation and 

SAAMI have created a compre-

hensive guide to do so. This PDF 

will be placed on the SAGA web-

site soon. The approach you take 

to ammo is different, potentially 

dangerous and SAAMI offers some 

timely tips. This PDF will also be 

on our site soon.  

Gun Safes, Floods and Water 
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Which is Worse—Fire versus 

Water? 

Water damage claims — including 

frozen pipes, overflowing toilets, 

hurricanes, etc.— occur nearly six 

times more often than those made 

for fire, lightning and debris.  

According to the Insurance Infor-

mation Institute, for every 100 

household policy years (2010 to 

2014) the figures were 1.86 and 

0.38, respectively. 

Add the fact that first responders 

toss water on a fire, and a lot of it, 

and it might lead you to believe 

we should think waterproof rat-

ings in a gun safe before heat and 

flame. The average water damag-

es claim figure of $7,958, howev-

er, pales by comparison to 

$39,971 per fire. Plus, there’s at 

least some hope of saving that 

heirloom after a flood, which isn’t 

an option if all that remains is a 

metal blob and ashes.  

The figures do highlight the fact, 

however, that relatively “routine” 

water problems occur frequently 

enough in the home that they 

should be considered by gun safe 

owners.  Mother Nature’s a more 

formidable foe and, despite the 

pair of catastrophes in the past 

couple weeks, last year was the 

record setter. “Perhaps most sur-

prising were the 4 separate billion

-dollar inland flood (i.e., non-

tropical) events during 2016,  

doubling the previous record, as 

no more than 2 billion-dollar in-

land flood events have occurred 

There are also companies that 

employ a secondary seal that pre-

vents water from invading up to a 

certain height. Browning Safes 

doesn’t make a model rated as 

“waterproof,” but Mike Capps—

who’s on its public relations 

team—provided somewhat similar 

advice for current owners. To min-

imize the chances of water getting 

in, try “Getting the safe up off the 

floor if possible,” he said. 

 

 

Place handguns in inexpensive 

waterproof containers if you’re 

facing a scheduled disaster—

hurricane. Long arms can have 

their buttstock (or muzzle, de-

pending on your storage configu-

ration) inserted in “bucket,” alt-

hough it’ll be impossible to totally 

seal atop. All that plastic may be 

susceptible to heat, so remove the 

temporary solution as soon as you 

feel it’s safe to do so. 

Elevate firearms inside the safe, if 

possible, using hook-and-loop 

fastener systems, retention devic-

es or MacGyverisms.  Put them in 

drying-agent gun socks, toss in a 

non-electric desiccant (silica gel, 

for example because it still works 

when the power is out) and re-

fresh/add a nice coat of rust pre-

ventive solution before the tide 

rises. 

Extracted and edited from  

https://www.americanrifleman. 

org/articles/2017/9/15/gun-safes-

floods-and-water/?utm_source 

=newsletter&utm_medium=insider

&utm_campaign=0917 

in a year since 1980,” According 

to National Oceanic and Atmos-

pheric Administration. “Three of 

these flood events were clustered 

in Louisiana and Texas between 

March and August, collectively 

causing damage approaching 

$15.0 billion. This is a notable rec-

ord, further highlighted by the 

numerous other record flooding 

events that impacted the U.S. in 

2016.” 

Safes, Heat and Moisture 

Moisture — even in the seemingly 

harmless form of humidity in the 

air — is the enemy of guns. It can 

cause metal parts to rust, pit and 

become dangerously damaged. 

An electric device, like the Gold-

enRod  or even a low wattage light 

bulb, is often placed inside a safe 

to maintain a moisture-reducing 

warmth, but they require power 

and where that cord runs in is 

where flood water will rush in. 

Before you add a blob of silicone 

around that entry point, there’s 

something bombmaking serious 

to consider. If a fire breaks an 

amateur-made fully sealed safe 

can build interior pressure until it 

— literally — explodes. Think 

about water heaters and the in-

cendiary incidents common  

before blow-off valves became 

mandatory. 

To create a fire- and heat-rated 

safe of any quality, one that’s 

“waterproof” is more complicated 

than it seems. It’s got to breathe in 

one extreme, but hold its breath 

in another. Despite the claims, 

cheap knock-offs can’t get it done. 

Solutions  

Stack-On produces seven ver-

sions that are waterproof and can 

still stand the extreme heat of fire 

for certain periods. Its website has 

complete details. I’m sure there 

are more out there, but dismiss 

inexpensive options and compa-

nies making lofty claims for cheap 

products.  
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By John Welch 

Many SAGA members are una-

ware of our involvement in inter-

national affairs. Accordingly I 

thought it fit to tell our members a 

little of what we do internationally.  

Way back in 1994 (when we paid 

R4 for a Dollar) the late Ian Lehr 

and I were invited by the National 

Rifle Association of the USA to 

attend its 123rd National Conven-

tion in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

This was the first time that a South 

African organisation had been 

bestowed the honours to not only 

officially attend the convention, 

but also to deliver an address. As 

the first chairman of SAGA I ad-

dressed the Legislative Council of 

the NRA on the state of affairs in 

South Africa (remember that was 

the year when South Africa had its 

new political dispensation) and on 

the new challenges that lawful 

firearm owners would be facing. 

At the time we had good know-

ledge of the American situation 

but we knew little about the situa-

tion in Australia and many other 

countries. We met dignitaries 

such as Bob Corbin (President), 

Wayne LaPierre (Executive Vice 

President), Joe Foss (fighter pilot 

and Congressional Medal of Hon-

our), Brig Gen Chuck Yeager (the 

first man to exceed the speed of 

sound and whose exploits contrib-

uted largely to the American 

space programme), actor Kirk 

Douglas, Lt Col Robert Brown 

(Soldier of Fortune magazine) and 

others who all gave valuable  

advice to a young firearms rights 

organisation.  

One major benefit of attending the 

convention was to learn more 

about the universal onslaught 

against the freedom to keep and 

bear firearms by law abiding citi-

zens and then to use the infor-

mation to formulate SAGA’s strat-

egy in South Africa. SAGA’s policy 

was to continue negotiating with 

all relevant stakeholders to en-

sure that our rights were protect-

ed to the greatest possible extent. 

Since we knew that confrontation-

al politics would not work in the 

South African context, the best we 

could do was to ensure that we got 

the best possible licensing sys-

tem. On paper we got it – the 

practical application of the system 

however is the problem.  

In order to ensure representation 

of millions of lawful firearm own-

ers, the World Forum on Shooting 

Activities (WFSA) was founded 

more than 20 years ago. WFSA’s 

main objective was to serve as a 

mouthpiece for the many firearm 

owners who generally would not 

be heard. Although this organisa-

tion is closely linked to the NRA it 

is not formally affiliated to it and it 

conducts its business indepen-

dently. WFSA represents firearm-

related organisations world-wide. 

SAGA is a member and has re-

cently been represented by an 

American attorney who regularly 

liaises with us. If and when voting 

is required, we give him a proxy 

with an indication of our vote.  

SAGA is also a member of the  

executive of WFSA. WFSA had a 

meeting in South Africa in Sep-

tember 2003 during which SAGA 

(being represented by Bruce 

Shaw and I) met with the manage-

ment and appraised them first-

hand of developments in our 

country. SAGA also invited a num-

ber of guests from the firearms 

fraternity to meet the WFSA repre-

sentatives.  

WFSA is accredited as a non-

governmental organisation with 

the United Nations Organisation 

(UN) and regularly makes presen-

tations during the discussion of 

firearm-related matters there. 

Below you will find an example of 

a speech that was delivered on 11 

September 2017 to the UN’s Social 

and Economic Council in Geneva, 

Switzerland during discussions 

relating to the UN Arms Trade 

Treaty (ATT).  

SAGA has always been opposed 

to the inclusion of private firearm 

ownership and civilian firearms in 

the ATT, despite the UN and our 

government’s insistence to also 

have them included. SAGA in-

formed WFSA accordingly and we 

were gratified to learn that WFSA 

also opposed various restrictive 

provisions in the ATT. Both WFSA 

and SAGA are of the view that the 

ATT contributes very little to pro-

tecting countries and their peo-

ples from terrorist activities and 

the supply or diversion of 

(military-type) firearms and arma-

ment to terrorist organisations, 

hence the inclusion of civilian fire-

arms merely add to the already 

exorbitant cost involved in man-

aging and administering the ATT.  

For the last 30 years or so, much 

time and money has been spent 

on discussing the perceived nega-

tive consequences to the environ-

ment of lead in bullets and lead 

shot. Despite various studies 

showing that lead in shot and bul-

lets have a miniscule effect on the 

environment, many countries’ 

governments have now legislated 

to reduce people’s exposure to 

lead. I would not be surprised if 

the South African government will 

soon follow suit.  

Another milestone was towards 

the end of the 20th century when 

we met Larry Pratt of Gun Owners 

of America. Although GOA has a 

much more hard-line approach, of 

which we learnt much more, the 

greatest benefit, though, was how 

to decide what approach to follow.  

SAGA and therefore all lawful fire-

arm owners, have benefitted tre-

mendously from our international 

exposure. As an independent 

state South Africa has its own his-

tory, legal system, laws, social 

and economic set-up and a heter-

ogeneous population that result in 

unique challenges to our govern-

ment. And, all of these varied peo-

ples lay claim to the importance of 

their different heritage, customs, 

rights, privileges, etc. They also 
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react differently when their de-

mands are not favourably met by 

government. While government is 

supposed to govern in the interest 

of all its peoples (including for-

eign nationals), it is often ham-

strung by limited resources, espe-

cially human and financial, incom-

petence, corruption, self-interest 

and a host of other reasons all of 

which contribute to dissatisfied 

people.  

Although South Africa is an auton-

omous and independent country, 

it is not an isolated island, hence 

governance is also influenced by 

regional, continental and world 

structures such as SADC, AU and 

UN. Accordingly, one cannot say 

that because the Americans have 

the Second Amendment (the right 

to keep and bear arms) to their 

Constitution, we also must have a 

similar right. Our government 

generally has a negative Ameri-

can sentiment and the Second 

Amendment is not favourably be 

looked at. 

We must also take cognisance of 

other states and principalities 

where people’s rights to freely 

possess and use firearms are seri-

ously restricted if not denied. 

Government often asks why pri-

vate people should have the right 

to own and use firearms. In fact, 

had it not been for the work done 

and input made by organisations 

such as SAGA, the organised col-

lectors, hunting, sport shooting, 

professional hunting, dealers and 

other firearm-related associations, 

the people’s right to legally own 

and use firearms might have been 

further eroded. It is accordingly 

within our own unique constitu-

tional and legal system that we 

need to find solutions for our own 

problems. Within this dispensa-

tion SAGA must function and pro-

tect, to the greatest extent possi-

ble, free and responsible peoples 

rights to own and safely use their 

firearms.  

  

UN Arms Trade Treaty 

ATT CSP3  -  Geneva, Switzerland, 

September 11, 2017 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to 

thank you for the opportunity to 

speak today. I am Torb Lindskog, 

President of the World Forum on 

Shooting Activities, an internation-

al organization representing more 

than 100 million hunters, sport 

shooters and civilian firearm own-

ers. As an Economic and Social 

Council NGO, the WFSA has been 

involved with the ATT process 

since its inception. Our organiza-

tion, and many of its member as-

sociation, have spent untold hours 

studying the papers and proceed-

ings trying to highlight, either 

directly or through our member 

associations’ respective delega-

tions, the pitfalls and outright 

threats that the treaty, as formulat-

ed, will pose to lawful perhaps 

‘law-abiding’ firearm owners and 

manufacturers throughout the 

world. 

The role our organization plays in 

the international arena, including 

here at the UN, is to bring forward 

the voice of those who lawfully 

use and manufacture civilian fire-

arms. Those voices include the 

‘hundreds’ of millions of hunters, 

sport shooters and civilian firearm 

owners who have absolutely noth-

ing to do with the illegal trade and 

diversion of conventional arms 

which this Treaty purports to ad-

dress. 

In its preamble, the treaty signi-

fies an intent to respect these law-

ful uses and our voices; but a trea-

ty’s preamble has no force in law. 

Time and again we bear witness 

to attacks on those who lawfully 

produce, trade, and own firearms. 

We fear, especially as many of the 

treaty’s words and terms remain 

undefined or modified through 

interpretation, that the Arms 

Trade Treaty will be used as a 

vehicle to infringe upon the lawful 

production, trade, and use of fire-

arms by the 100 million members 

WFSA represents instead of the 

harder task of focusing on crimi-

nals involved in illegal trade.  

We appreciate the opportunity to 

attend the meetings and play a 

proactive role. We would like to 

point out that the Treaty overlaps 

other UN agreements and initia-

tives, thus failing to reach its aim 

of both preventing and eradicat-

ing the illicit trade in conventional 

arms.  It also fails to prevent their 

diversion.  

Firearm owners face many diffi-

culties when lawfully carrying 

their firearms around the world. 

Moreover, you can imagine the 

difficulties manufacturing compa-

nies face when exporting civilian 

firearms worldwide due to a lack 

of consistent regulations among 

States.  

We are well aware of the huge 

difficulties  our world faces in 

terms of security, but these are 

universal problems not specific to 

firearms, and certainly not those 

firearms that are legally owned 

and traded.  Firearms are a tool, a 

tool that can be used by lawful 

hunters to provide sustenance for 

their families as well as a tool law-

ful owners can use to protect 

themselves, their families, their 

homes, and their livelihoods. As 

noted in the Preamble, the ATT’s 

intent is to respect the lawful use 

of small arms by civilians. 

Simple, well defined legislation 

with rules incapable of misinter-

pretation that respect lawful fire-

arm manufacturers, lawful firearm 

owners, and national firearm leg-

islation that can be followed all 

over the world could accomplish 

this, but to be successful such an 

effort would require consensus.  I 

assure you that the men and wom-

en of the WFSA also strive not only 

to prevent, but to eradicate the 

illicit trade and diversion of con-

ventional arms.  We stand ready 

to assist and offer our expertise 

towards achieving this objective. 
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You're heading out for a fun day at 

the range, so it's important to 

make sure you have everything 

you need: gun, ammunition, tar-

gets, eye and ear protection, sun-

block, hand sanitizer...but there's 

something you're missing, isn't 

there? If that something is "the 

bullseye," then you'll also want to 

ensure you have a handy-dandy 

list of excuses, ahem, reasons as 

to why that was. Although the kill-

joys among us may wish to insinu-

ate that the "problem exists  

between chair and benchrest," we 

all know that could not possibly 

be the case. Here's how to prove 

it: 

1. The wind did it. 

Although it's absolutely true that 

the wind can and does alter the 

flight of a bullet, in general the 

phenomenon is most apparent 

over long ranges. However, that 

doesn't mean that it's impossible 

that the wind caused you to miss a 

bullseye 10 yards away with your 

 .45-caliber 1911. There could 

very well have been a freak mini-

tornado that occurred in a very 

localized manner right in between 

the muzzle of your gun and the 

target 10 yards away. Challenge 

your friends to prove that it didn't. 

They can't, can they? This is a 

good time to gently point out that 

they should be thanking you for 

having brought this potentially 

hazardous weather development 

to their attention so it wouldn't 

interfere with their accuracy. 

2. These sights are off. 

If you're noticing that the bullet 

impacts are to the left of where 

you were aiming, you'll want to 

move the rear sight right. If those 

impacts are to the right of where 

you're aiming, the rear sight 

needs to move left. If those im-

pacts are all over the target in 

relation to where you're aiming, 

it's obvious that what's going on 

here is that your rear sight has 

achieved sentience, cranked up 

the stereo, invited a bunch of 

friends over and is dancing the 

Macarena. It's nothing to worry 

about; sooner or later that rear 

sight will tire itself out and you'll 

be able to go back to hitting the 

bullseye with perfect precision. 

Probably when your friends aren't 

watching, but that's just how it 

goes. 

3. Stupid handloads my buddy 

made for me.  

There are a lot of wonderful things 

about handloading, also known as 

reloading. It saves money, it al-

lows you to tailor your ammunition 

for specific tasks and guns, and it 

helps conserve resources. Howev-

er, for the purposes of this list, the 

best part is that many casual 

shooters don't do it and therefore 

don't know what can and can't go 

wrong with handloads. So if your 

target looks like an unholy collab-

oration between Jackson Pollock 

and a bouncy castle, simply 

blame your ammunition. "My bud-

dy handloaded these for me," you 

might say, shaking your head sad-

ly. "Oh, no, he's from Canada. You 

wouldn't know him."  

4. Glitch in the Matrix.  

Sometimes you get those sights 

aligned perfectly, squeeze the 

trigger with just the right touch, 

perform a precise follow-

through...only to have a bullet 

hole inexplicably appear some-

where other than where you 

meant for it to go. It's quite obvi-

ous what's happened: a glitch in 

the Matrix, of course. Perhaps 

some pesky One realized that he 

no longer has to obey the laws of 

the space-time continuum and 

therefore took the opportunity to 

move the target around in be-

tween your (perfect) shot and the 

(not-so-perfect) bullet strike. Or 

perhaps the machines that control 

our every sensory input just got a 

bit overheated. If your friends 

display any incredulity, simply 

insist on addressing them as 

"Copper-Top" until they drop the 

matter. 

5. Aliens.  

Oh, those pesky Greys! Whether 

it's building the Pyramids, sinking 

Lemuria or bending the laws of 

physics to make your bullet holes 

spell out "PHONE HOME" on the 

target, they're always up to some 

tomfoolery or other. Unfortunate-

ly, many skeptical folks among 

your friends might not believe 

that a species mastered interstel-

lar travel for the sole purpose of 

making it appear as if you missed 

the 10-ring. That's why you 

shouldn't ever directly blame the 

aliens. Instead, every time you 

miss, say "weather balloon," 

"swamp gas," "lenticular cloud," 

"St. Elmo's Fire," "ball lightning" 

or "sleep paralysis." Just make 

sure you wink when you do 

it...and keep the non-winking eye 

alert for the presence of oddly 

featureless men dressed all in 

black.  

SAGA SNIPPETS 

Watch this space ...for more interesting firearm snippets 


