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Cops and Robbers 

By John Welch  

Herald Live on 26 October 2017 

reported that members of SAPS 

stormed into Greenacres Shop-

ping Centre (Port Elizabeth) 

opening fire on perpetrators in-

volved in a robbery and hostage 

incident. The violence spread to 

three different shops in the mall. 

Five people were arrested. At the 

end, however, there were no 

blood, bodies, damage to proper-

ty and bullet holes as it turned out 

to be a mock robbery and hostage 

incident, and the police were us-

ing blank ammunition. It seemed 

that the shopping mall manage-

ment, in conjunction with SAPS, 

had apparently decided to do an 

emergency evacuation simulation 

drill. Obviously the shoppers and 

visitors to the centre did not know 

that and many dived for cover 

while others ran out of the shops. 

Some were crying and in shock 

while at least one person alleged-

ly lost keys and valuables.  

While SAGA understands the 

need for realistic training and for 

making civilians aware of what 

could happen to them in the event 

of a violent invasion of a mall, we 

believe that the choice of venue 

and the methodology to sensitise 

the public was ill-conceived and 

not properly thought through.  

It could happen that someone was 

armed and under the mistaken but 

bona fide belief that the robbers 

were real, and opened fire on 

them. A member of the public 

stated that he was usually armed 

but had decided not to carry his 

firearm on that day. It is further 

fortunate that someone did not 

suffer an anxiety attack, a heart 

attack or other medical condition 

because of the resulting chaos 

and high stress that people must 

have perceived. Should someone 

have suffered damages (physical 

or psychological) as a result of the 

ill-conceived and prima facie un-

lawful conduct of the shopping 

mall’s management and the po-

lice, claims for compensation 

would be quite possible.  

Since there only was perceived/

putative danger I would assume 

(well-knowing that assumption is 

the mother of all evil in law) that 

authorisation had been granted 

for the discharge of firearms 

(albeit with blanks) in a public 

area and the pointing of firearms 

at human beings. Both acts consti-

tute criminality under the Fire-

arms Control Act.  

SAGA members, some of whom,  

usually go armed are advised to 

carefully consider each and every 

scenario before drawing a firearm 

and engaging a target. The rules 

of engagement make life very 

difficult for people who are con-

cerned about their own safety and 

who are not prepared to fall 

prey to criminals. Because of 

the very serious consequenc-

es it is better to heed all legal 

and ethical rules.  

There must be an attack 

against you or another person 

and it must be an unlawful 

attack. 

You may not use lethal force to 

defend property, recover proper-

ty or prevent damage to property 

– you may only use lethal force to 

prevent harm to or death of a per-

son (any person). 

The attack must have started or be 

imminent. 

Study the rules of engagement in 

advance so you do not have to 

think of them when your attention 

should rather be on the threat. It is 

further of paramount importance 

to heed the four basic rules of en-

gagement and safety, which also, 

should be second nature. 

1. All guns are always loaded – it 

is not an assumption and therefore 

you handle it as a loaded gun. 

2. Never point a gun at anything 

you are not willing to shoot, irre-

spective of whether it is loaded or 

not. Should there be justification 

to point a firearm at someone you 

must be willing to shoot it, howev-

er, should the threat seize to be 

such, the firearm should no longer 

be pointed, but it must be kept at 

the ready. 

3. Keep your finger off the trigger 

until you are ready and willing to 

shoot (your sights are on target).  

4. Be sure of your target and what 

is behind and adjacent to it.  
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By John Welch 

26 October 2017 

Verification and Purification of 

Data Contained on the  

Enhanced Firearms Register 

System (EFRS) 

Many licenses have been issued 

bearing wrong information, such 

as the type of firearm or the make, 

calibre or serial number thereof. 

In many (most?) instances these 

mistakes were effected by the 

police when they captured the 

information or changed it without 

consulting the firearm owner. In 

other instances the handwriting of 

the applicant might have led to 

the capturing of wrong informa-

tion, while in other cases it might 

have been because the informa-

tion originally was incorrectly 

captured.  

According to information  

received, the police have  

embarked on the verification and 

purification of data contained on 

the abovementioned EFRS. This 

means that whenever a person 

submits an application for a fire-

arm license (SAPS271), the  

Dedicated Firearms Official (DFO) 

first must access the EFRS to  

ensure that the details of the fire-

arm and previous owner corre-

late. Should the information of the 

previous owner, calibre, make or 

serial number differ from the  

information on the application 

form, the application will not be 

captured on the EFRS, neither will 

an application number be provid-

ed.  

Should the information on the  

application form differ from that 

on the system the DFO is obliged 

to provide the applicant with a 

printout of the enquiry to point out 

the discrepancy (be aware that 

the DFO might not have enough or 

any printing paper so be  

prepared and take some, or a 

memory stick, along). The appli-

cant is then obliged to request the 

current owner to rectify the infor-

mation before resubmitting the 

SAPS271. This, obviously may take 

time and may, in some cases, not 

be possible. If, for instance the 

current owner has sold the firearm 

before he left to live overseas and 

it is now in possession of the  

applicant in terms of a section 21 

temporary permit, or it is in  

possession of a dealer, one  

wonders how easy it may be to 

rectify the information. Be that as 

it may, it is the duty of the current 

owner to rectify the information.    

SAGA is aware of numerous cases 

where the serial numbers,  

calibres and make of firearms 

have incorrectly been captured. 

For these to be rectified will  

probably entail a certificate from 

a gunsmith or firearms dealer.  

What about renewals (SAPS 

518a)? The SAPS memorandum 

does not address renewals, how-

ever, in our view an applicant for 

the renewal of a license ought 

simultaneously to apply for the 

rectification of information. Once 

again, this will entail obtaining a 

dealer or gunsmith’s certificate 

about the correct information and 

submitting form SAPS521g with 

the correct information.  

Our advice is that whenever you 

buy or otherwise acquire a fire-

arm, especially a used one, either 

from a dealer or a private owner, 

you carefully scrutinise the partic-

ulars on the license and the fire-

arm and request the seller to  

verify the information with her or 

his DFO. Should there be any  

deviation of information the seller 

must rectify it prior to your apply-

ing for the license. One should be 

especially careful when acquiring 

a firearm from a person emigrat-

ing or from a deceased estate.  

 

 

 

 

Verifiëring en Suiwering van 

Informasie op die Verbeterde 

Vuurwapen Register Stelsel 

(VVRS)  

Baie vuurwapenlisensies is 

uitgereik met verkeerde informa-

sie daarop, bv. die vervaardiger, 

kaliber, of reeksnommer. In baie 

(meeste?) gevalle is hierdie foute 

deur die polisie gemaak toe hulle 

die informasie opgeneem het of 

self en sonder deelname van die 

applikant aangebring het. In  

ander gevalle kon die handskrif 

van die applikant gelei het tot die 

oordra van foutiewe informasie of 

dit kon moontlik oorspronklik 

foutief oorgedra gewees het. 

Volgens inligting ontvang is die 

polisie tans besig met ‘n proses 

ingevolge waarvan informasie op 

die VVRS geverifieer en gesuiwer 

word. Dit beteken dat wanneer ‘n 

persoon ‘n aansoek om ‘n lisensie 

(SAPD271) indien, die Aangewese 

Polisiebeampte (APB) eers toe-

gang tot die VVRS kry ten einde 

vas te stel of die informasie van 

die vorige eienaar en die vuur-

wapen ooreenstem.  

Indien die informasie van die 

vorige eienaar, die kaliber, fabri-

kaat of reeks-nommer op die 

stelsel  verskil van die informasie 

op die aansoekvorm mag die 

aansoek nie geprosesseer word of 

‘n aansoeknommer verskaf word 

nie. In so ‘n geval is die APB  

verplig om ‘n uitdruk van die  

weersprekende informasie op die 

stelsel aan die applikant te ver-

skaf (wees asseblief voorbereid 

daarop dat die APB dalk nie  

voldoende of geen papier 

beskikbaar mag hê nie en neem 

dus ‘n paar skoon blaaie of ‘n  

geheuestokkie saam). Die  

applikant is dan verplig om die  

eienaar te versoek om die foute 

reg te stel alvorens sy of hy weer 

die aansoek kan indien. Hierdie 

proses kan ongelukkig tyd in 

beslag neem en mag selfs nie 

moontlik wees nie. Indien die  
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huidige eienaar byvoorbeeld uit-

landig is en die applikant die 

wapen besit onderhewig aan ‘n 

artikel 21 tydelike permit, of dit is 

in die besit van ‘n handelaar,  

wonder mens hoe maklik dit gaan 

wees om die informasie te laat 

verander. Hoe dit ook al sy, dit is 

die plig van die huidige ienaar om 

die informasie te verander. 

SAGA is bewus van vele gevalle 

waar reeksnommers, kalibers en 

fabrikaat van vuurwapens foutief 

aangebring is. In meeste gevalle 

mag ‘n sertifikaat van ‘n wapen-

smit of ‘n handelaar nodig wees. 

u die besonderhede op die wapen 

ondersoek en vergelyk met dit 

wat op die lisensie verskyn en dan 

die verkoper versoek om die  

informasie met sy AVB te  

verifieer. Indien daar enige 

teenstrydigheid is moet die 

verkoper die informasie regstel 

alvorens us om ‘n lisensie aansoek 

doen. U moet veral versigtig wees 

wanneer ‘n wapen aangeskaf 

word van ‘n persoon wat emigreer 

of van ‘n afgestorwe boedel.  

 

 

Wat van hernuwing van lisensies 

(SAPD518a)? Alhoewel die SAPD 

memorandum nie hierna verwys 

nie is ons van mening dat die  

applikant tegelykertyd aansoek 

doen vir die regstelling van  

verkeerde informasie. Weer eens 

mag dit ‘n Sertifikaat van ‘n wap-

ensmit of handelaar vereis wan-

neer die vorm SAPD521g 

ingedien word.   

Ons advise aan lede is wanneer 

hulle ‘n vuurwapen aankoop of 

aanskaf, veral ‘n tweedehandse 

een, ongeag of dit van ‘n  

handelaar of ‘n privaat persoon is, 

Thousands of Police Firearms Lost, Stolen — or left in the Bathroom 

 

13 October 2017 - 16:24  

Bianca Capazorio 

Police Minister Fikile Mbalula has 

detailed how thousands of police 

firearms have been lost or stolen 

over the past three years. 

Responding to a parliamentary 

question from the DA’s Zak 

Mbhele‚ Mbalula said 743 weap-

ons were lost or stolen in 2014-15‚ 

767 in 2015-16 and 760 in 2016-17. 

While the majority of the weapons 

are detailed as having been stolen 

from police officers on duty‚ from 

their homes or vehicles, and from 

the South African Police Service 

(SAPS) store‚ others appear to 

have been carelessly lost. 

In 2014-15‚ 12 guns were left in 

toilets or bathrooms; in 2015-16‚ 

nine weapons were lost this way; 

with the number at 14 in 2016-17. 

Over the three year period‚ 10 

guns were lost by police officers 

under the influence of alcohol‚ 

and four more were stolen in  

scenarios where liquor was  

involved. 

Of guns, which officers had 

properly locked up, 427 were 

stolen during house break-ins, 

while 21, which had not been 

locked up, were also stolen. 

While Fikile’s response did not 

cover statistics for the current  

financial year‚ there have been 

several big losses reported so far 

this year. In July‚ 13 guns went 

missing from the Ngangelizwe 

station in the Eastern Cape‚ while 

32 disappeared from two police 

stations in Cape Town in August. 

At the time‚ Deputy Police Minis-

ter Bongani Mkongi said police 

officers were selling the guns to 

gangsters. "They did not just  

disappear. They were stolen by 

our own members. There are 

SAPS officers stealing guns and 

giving them to the gangs. It is an 

inside job. We know this is hap-

pening. How do you explain  

police officers going to parties of 

gang lords? Of course you are 

going to lose your firearms‚ be-

cause the guns are being stolen." 

 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/

bd/national/2017-10-13-thousands

-of-police-firearms-lost-stolen--or-

left-in-the-bathroom/ 
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https://www.shooting 

illustrated.com/articles/2017/ 

10/6/which-is-more-important-

gear-or-training/?utm_source 

=newsletter&utm_medium=insider

&utm_campaign=1017 

 

by Sheriff Jim Wilson 

Friday, October 6, 2017 

 

A number of years ago, I was  

taking a pistol class out at Gunsite 

Academy. The young man who 

shot next to me all week was using 

a pistol I don't really care for.  

To make matters worse, he was  

running it out of a plastic holster. 

On top of all of that, he was young 

and of a generation that I don't 

understand and often don't  

approve of. Okay, the young part 

was probably just jealousy on my 

part, I'll admit that. 

At any rate, this young gentleman 

was almighty fast, learned quickly 

and was generally hitting what-

ever he happened to be shooting 

at. And he actually turned out to 

be quite well mannered, too. 

During the week, in spite of our 

age difference, we got to be 

friends. We shared information 

and just generally helped each 

other like guys do when going 

through the stress of a class and 

wanting to perform properly and 

efficiently. And, wouldn't you 

know it, on the last day of the class 

he and I ended up in the final 

shoot-off for Top Gun. 

Now the shoot-off was really quite 

simple. You are on the line beside 

an opponent and you just have to 

clean your targets before the  

other guy does. You shoot four 

steel plates, at reasonable ranges, 

do a speed load and knock over 

your pepper popper. Five shots is 

all it takes, with that speed load 

before the last shot. 

While I hate to admit it, I knew 

that this kid was faster than I was. 

And, on top of that, he was shoot-

ing a 9mm against my .45ACP. I 

figured all I could do was to just 

stick to the basics, not miss, and 

hope for the best. When it is down 

to the last two shooters, it is a best

-two-out-of-three proposition. I 

won one and he won one. On the 

last go-round, the young man 

missed a plate and, though he 

quickly drove in a second shot, it 

was not fast enough to win the 

day. The fact is, I didn't really beat 

him, but I was standing there 

when he beat himself. 

Now, my point in this tale is that 

the young man was using gear 

that I wouldn't have been caught 

dead with. Yet, he knew his gear 

and knew how to run it. Too many 

people think that having the latest 

and greatest is all they need to be 

a winner. The truth is that you 

have to be able to run what you've 

got; that's what is really  

impressive. 

I still see this young fellow at  

Gunsite, occasionally. He still 

shoots that gun that I can't stand. 

But you are crazy if you think I'll 

ever get in another competition 

with him! 
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By John Welch 

The recent killing-spree of Steven 

Paddock in Las Vegas has once 

again led to mass hysteria and 

renewed calls for gun control in 

the US, and increased gun control 

or even the banning of firearms in 

other parts of the world. GFSA has 

joined the chorus by asking gov-

ernment to take the bold step in 

declaring South Africa a gun-free 

zone! While we condemn such 

criminal conduct we do not wish 

to express any opinion as to the 

motivation behind it and what pos-

sibly could have been done to 

prevent it, nor do we wish to be 

labelled as hysterical. In fact, we 

cannot even say that had the 

Americans had some form of gun 

control, the atrocity could have 

been prevented. 

 

Over a number of decades the 

only mass-killings in South Africa 

have been the indiscriminate kill-

ing of civilians by the Wit Wolf 

and the shooting incidents at Shell

-house and Marikana (North West 

province). The first two have a 

distinct political flavour whereas 

the last incident seemed the result 

of poor management, inclusive of 

command and control, training 

and equipment. In addition, we 

hear of violent crime almost on a 

daily basis, incidents where whole 

families or groups of people were 

exterminated (the recent killing of 

groups in Marikana, Western 

Cape, and KwaZulu-Natal spring 

to mind), where farmers and their 

families were murdered, tortured 

and injured, where children were 

killed or injured in cross-fire dur-

ing gang battles and numerous 

robberies and other violent crime, 

including that with a political  

flavour. The fact, however, is that 

we have been spared the mass 

killings that have been experi-

enced in the US, Britain, Europe 

and South and Central America.  

 

Let us not forget about the mass 

killings elsewhere, such as Aus-

tralia, South Korea and Japan.  

While firearms were used in many 

of these atrocities, many more 

people succumbed due to attacks 

with aircraft, trucks, other vehi-

cles, bombs, arson, knives, poison 

and the like. The genocide involv-

ing the death of millions of  

Chinese, Russians, Jews, Kenyans, 

Congolese, Ugandans  and others, 

albeit in the previous century,  

was conducted with firearms, 

sharp weapons, blunt weapons, 

drowning, starvation and whatev-

er else you could think of. In the 

mass killings that occurred in  

Oklahoma City (Timothy 

McVeigh), Japan, South Korea and 

Australia, not a single firearm was 

used. Bearing in mind that some 

Central American states that have 

the world’s highest homicide rate 

also have such strict gun laws that 

ordinary civilians are prohibited 

from owning firearms. Despite this 

the drug lords and gangsters  

apparently have no problem  

obtaining firearms. What would 

make things different if South  

Africa becomes a gun-free zone, 

especially with our proud record 

of corruption?    

 

What is significant about many of 

the abovementioned attacks is 

that many of those countries in 

which they happened have  

extremely strong firearm control 

legislation (in some cases almost a 

total prohibition) and they were 

not (and still are not) immune to 

attacks that have left hundreds 

dead and injured. Fact is, a terror-

ist or other determined criminal, 

will not be deterred by gun  

control legislation, including gun-

free zones. Bear in mind that gun 

control legislation works ONLY for 

(mostly against) the law abiding. 

Criminals are not concerned 

about it.  

 

If one examines the so-called 

school and college shootings in 

the US, one realises that all those 

places are gun-free zones. The 

corporate bodies relied on the 

police and security guards to  

protect the children and young 

adults, and, of course, on the  

signage clearly stating that the 

premises were gun-free zones. 

Did any or all of these defensive 

mechanisms work? Of course not! 

The result: hundreds killed or 

injured. Who is to blame? The gun 

and the lack of laws! What else? 

And I have been taught people 

should be blamed and not  

objects. Objects, after all, are  

inanimate and incapable of doing 

good or evil unless controlled by 

a good or evil person. Apparently 

I have been ill informed. 

 

Police leadership seems to be 

lacking and responsibility and 

accountability seem strange  

phenomena. There are police  

officials who take pride in their 

work, but they get despondent by 

various factors, not least of which 

is the ever present allegations of 

corruption and the lack of disci-

pline in some areas. The average 

response to crime is about 19 

minutes,  during which many 

things can happen to a victim. 

Instead of blaming the police I ask 

whether any person wants to be a 

victim and what she or he is  

prepared to do about it? If one has 

an apathetic  approach and says 

that “what must be must be” and 

“I’d rather be a lamb than a wolf”, 

that is your democratic right. That 

does not mean, though, that all 

people feel the same or all people 

should be like that, nor does it 

mean that you have any right to 

demand that all people be like 

you. The natural instinct of any 

human being is to fight for what is 

right and for what is precious to 

you. A mother (human being or 

animal) is probably the best  

example as she will do whatever it 
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takes, even sacrificing her own 

life, for her child. What right does 

anyone have to say you must sac-

rifice your right to defend yourself 

and your loved ones? There is 

consensus that, despite their con-

stitutional mandate, the police 

cannot protect all in the country. 

Further, despite your security 

company’s contractual agree-

ment, they cannot be expected to 

be on the crime scene to prevent 

the crime. At the very least they, 

like the police will be on the 

crime scene after the crimes have 

been committed. And yes, they 

may catch the perpetrator, but 

only after the victim has suffered 

(rape, robbery, murder, etc). Ac-

cordingly,  you remain the only 

first responder to crime; you are 

on the crime scene when it all 

happens and you must be  

prepared to take action, or, if it is 

your choice, to take no action. 

Don’t think for a moment, though, 

that by obliging, not resisting, 

agreeing to everything, etc, that 

you will be spared! It remains, 

though, your democratic right to 

be a victim and to do nothing 

about it.  

 

The hypocrisy of those who call 

for disarmament is amazing – min-

isters and many politicians have 

armed bodyguards (no problem); 

when a break-in or something 

suspicious happens everyone 

calls the police, who are armed 

(no problem, why should the state 

have superior rights to an individ-

ual?); the president and many 

other high profile persons often 

travel in bullet-proof cars and 

wear bullet-proof clothing (no 

problem, but what makes them 

more equal than you and I who 

cannot afford that?). 

Because there is no proof that any 

prohibited or even restricted fire-

arm belonging to civilian owners 

has ever been used to commit 

mass killings, it is hard to fathom 

why action needs to be taken 

against those who do not consti-

tute any problem. It must be 

borne in mind that the general 

public does not have access to 

prohibited or restricted firearms, 

only approved category A and B 

collectors and dedicated sport 

shooters, and in a few instances, 

dedicated hunters have. Accord-

ingly, such firearms that are used 

in crime must emanate from other 

sources, such as the military,  

police, other state agencies, cross

-border smuggling and undis-

closed arms caches. 

 

Possibly one of the most important 

aspects of sacrificing your right to 

defend yourself and others is the 

erosion and deprivation of the 

rights of free and responsible 

people. The right of self-

preservation (defending oneself 

against unlawful and violent  

attacks) is an inalienable right 

derived since time immemorial – 

it does not even have to be con-

tained in a Bill of Rights, so sacred 

it is. If such a right is sacrificed, 

what chance do we, as free and 

responsible citizens, stand if  

government wishes to deprive our 

rights to vote, to express our-

selves, to do the work we want to, 

to live where you want to, etc? 

And what chance do free and law 

abiding citizens have against 

armed or unarmed criminals? 

 

What is significant though, is that 

often the same liberal-minded 

people who believe that guns are 

evil and no law abiding, free and 

responsible citizen should be en-

trusted with it, advocate the right 

of people to destroy themselves 

by using drugs. Yes, the freedom 

to choose to use drugs or to be-

come pregnant or to abort a foetus 

or to have as many children as 

you want or to be totally depend-

ent (be a burden) on the state is 

acceptable, but the right to 

choose to be armed is not. How 

hypocritical can you get?   

 

Even if one negates the right of 

self-preservation (which I never 

will), has GFSA even considered 

(or maybe they just don’t care?) 

the effect of a national gun-free 

zone on the national economy and 

the legitimate activities of thou-

sands of responsible and law 

abiding citizens, such as sport 

shooting, hunting, professional 

hunting, guiding, game farming, 

eco-tourism, firearm and ammuni-

tion collecting, inclusive of the 

cultural heritage articles belong-

ing to the National Estate, the oc-

cupation of a dealer in firearms 

and ammunition, gunsmithing, 

manufacturing, private security 

and many other trades, occupa-

tions, hobbies, etc that will disap-

pear? Obviously not, since anyone 

who is alive to these matters will 

not make such a ludicrous state-

ment. 

 

SAGA promotes the right of all law 

abiding and responsible citizens 

to decide to own firearms for  

legitimate reasons and to use such 

firearms safely. 

SAGA SNIPPETS 

Watch this space ...for more interesting firearm snippets 
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by Steve Tarani  

Friday, October 6, 2017 

 

Knives are very useful as utility 

tools and you may also carry one 

as a personal-defense tool, but is 

this a wise decision? 

Depending upon assignment, my 

clients who are either Department 

of Defense (DoD) employees or 

civilian law-enforcement officers 

(LEO), carry a primary and  

secondary weapon system. High-

profile operators carry a carbine 

as their primary and handgun as 

their secondary. If the handgun is 

the primary, then their secondary 

or backup is often another hand-

gun. 

Many of my course graduates, 

DoD and LEOs who carry a gun for 

their daily job, also carry a knife 

as a secondary or backup weap-

on. However, it’s important to note 

that just carrying a knife doesn’t 

work like a lucky rabbit’s foot to 

ward off all evil. You need to train 

with it like any other weapon  

system – primary or secondary. 

The bottom line is, if you are  

carrying a knife for personal  

protection and as a secondary 

weapon system, you have two 

choices – fixed or folding. It’s an 

hour-long discussion on the pros 

and cons of each, but it ends up 

being a matter of form fitting func-

tion – exactly how do you intend 

to use the knife and for what?  

Your decisive answers those two  

questions, will determine fixed or 

folding, what model and where to 

carry. 

The traditional carry locations of 

strong-side or support-side  

pocket, IWB same-side or cross-

body, boot knife, neck knife, etc., 

are again determined by exactly 

how do you plan to use it. At the 

very basic level, if you carry your 

handgun OWB strong side and 

any part of the holster covers your 

pocket, then pocket-carry of your 

folding knife on strong side will 

not fit your operational profile.  

If your backup gun is an IWB  

appendix carry, then a fixed-

blade IWB in that same position 

won’t work. 

Aside from accessibility, where 

and how to carry and rapidly  

deploy the blade from its carry 

position, you need to know what 

do with it once it’s either  

unsheathed (fixed) or in the open 

position (folding). The secret to 

this success is not unlike training 

with a handgun. 

If you can possibly remember way 

back when you first presented 

your handgun from the holster, 

there were certain steps neces-

sary to accomplish that task. First 

was to clear your cover garment, 

defeat any retention devices  

securing your weapon in its  

holster and all the while securing 

a positive grip on the gun. The 

same applies to rapid deployment 

of your folding knife for use in  

self-defense. You need to be  

familiar with its carry location, 

how to get your hand into position 

on the knife and remove it from its 

carry position. 

Next in the handgun presentation 

is removing the firearm from its 

holster and pointing the muzzle 

downrange. Same applies to the 

knife, once it’s out of your pocket, 

using whatever opening mecha-

nism to secure the blade in the 

open and locked position – with 

the edge facing forward and the 

pointy end toward the threat. 

Minus professional training, which 

is outside the scope of this study, 

you can then place your now-open 

folder, or fixed blade as an effec-

tive barrier between yourself and 

the threat. Knowing what to do 

after that is like learning grip, 

sight alignment, trigger press and 

recoil management. 

While training is a must in order 

to effectively use a knife for  

personal defense, having an 

edged weapon in your hand 

pointed at the bad guy is far  

better than staring at him empty-

handed, with your eyes and mouth 

wide open. 

Think about it from the predator’s 

perspective. He sees you standing 

there with nothing in your hands 

looking like a cow staring at a new 

gate, versus you standing tall with 

an edged weapon in your hand, 

ready to go to war. Which one of 

those scenarios will cause him to 

consider “Are there softer  

targets?” and the obvious answer 

to that question? An emphatic 

“Yes!” 

If you present a fighting stance 

with a sharp blade in your hand 

pointed at the bad guy, you have 

immediately raised his risk  

profile. In short, this means that 

instead of you just standing there 

petrified and defenseless, you 

now have a spear point in his face. 

Nobody, not even bad guys, want 

to get cut with a knife. In fact, most 

would rather be shot than cut. 

From the predator’s optic, you 

have rendered him only two  

tactical options, hunt down a  

softer target, or run the risk of 

sustaining significant personal 

injury or even death. If you were 

him, which would you choose? 

 

https://www.shootingillus 

trated.com/articles/2017/10/6/is-

carrying-a-knife-for-self-defense-a

-good-idea/?utm_source= 
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insider&utm_campaign=1017 
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